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Fins Up with Mrs. Finnegan
What a FIN-TASTIC start to the 2022-2023 school year.
 
We were extremely excited to start the year as an "A" school and
welcome new and familiar faces.
 
A huge thank you to our PTA for the Beachland Beauti�cation
project to create a more welcoming, landscaped environment for our
school community. Also, PTA is selling school spirit shirts. Please
visit http://beachlandpta.org to purchase school spirit shirts, learn
about the PTA, upcoming meetings, and/or become a member or
community partner! Our PTA supports school-wide intiatives,
classroom instruction, student outcomes, and funds different
opportunities in our learning environments across our campus.
 
Parents and families, we do welcome parents for lunch. To support
capacity, we are requesting no more than two adults at a time visit
with his/her child at lunch and eat lunch in our courtyard with your
child only. During inclement weather, we do have additional tables
inside the cafeteria. Below in our newsletter are our scheduled lunch
times. To ensure the emphasis is on instruction and time on task in
the classroom, lunch visits can only occur during a child's regularly
scheduled lunch time.
 
For the safety of our students at our biker/walker gate, we do not
allow drive-ups or any motorized vehicle to park on the side of the
road to pickup students. This is gate is strictly for bike riders and
walkers due to the proximity of the bus loop gate and residents of
the community.
 
This month we will be advertising before and after school tutoring,
clubs, activities, and �eld trips. Third, fourth and �fth grade students
have received information for Art Club, Chess Club, and Shark

http://beachlandpta.org/
https://cdn.smore.com/u/cfda/dc6da0fd10f045d17b8a794cd77437fa.jpeg


Air Potato Vine Lessons
Over the summer, the School District of Indian River County's Physical
Plant worked with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services to make efforts to control this noxious weed, the air potato
vine. In an attempt to control the vine, air potato beetles were released
as an alternative solution, than complete eradication. We are fortunate
to work with the FDACS and their beetle program. Students will be learning about invasive species
during science connected to grade level standards and learn to apply vocabulary words like invasive,
eradicate, and noxious.

Mrs. Crisafulli's
Fifth Graders
Students are learning about
surface tension in a science
lab where they predict and
test how many drops of
clean water and soapy water
will �t on a penny.

Mrs.
Connaughton's
Kindergarten Class
Students are learning how to
count how many words are
in a sentence, directionality
of reading left to right, and
using movement to learn.

Mrs. Korzon's
Second Graders
Students are creating circle
maps with their English
Language Arts curriculum,
Amplify, to de�ne vocabulary
words.

Singers. If your child is interested, please return the �yer to Mr.
Sweeney (Art), Mrs. Polverari (Chess), and/or Miss Slaughter (Shark
Singers). 
 
Thank you,
Rachel Finnegan

Grade Level Spotlights
For the month of August, our students have been busy acclimating, discovering, and learning!

Chromebooks for 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Graders!
Please see the letter below or the hard copy sent home with all second, third, fourth, and �fth graders!
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Mark Your Calendar
September 5th - No School
September 10th - Environmental Learning Center - Free Family Fun from 10-2
September 12th - Sports Day Attire for PBIS (10 SURF required)
September 14th - School Pictures (in uniform) and Domino's Night
September 15th - Open House 5-7PM with an informational meeting at 6PM in our cafeteria
September 19th - Casual for Cause Day $1- Wear a hat all day for the HOPE Center
September 20th - College Jersey or College Shirt Day (district-wide)
September 30th - School Advisory Council (SAC) at 8AM and PTA Grants DUE
September 30th - Student of the Month at 2:30PM in the cafeteria



August's Casual for a Cause
In August, students were able to free dress on Monday, August 29th for the ELC and raised over $150.



September Casual for a Cause
Safe, secure, and stable, The Hope for Families Center provides the refuge and consistency homeless

families need to get back on their feet. With two-thirds of our
residents being children, maintaining responsibility to the family is critical. HFC residents work directly
with their case manager to meet their family’s medical, mental health, dental, and educational needs.

The Hope for Families Center provides the tools and guidance homeless families need to become
independent, thriving contributors to our community.



Saturday,
September 10th
Students can wear a hat all
day for a suggested
donation of $1 to support
the Hope for Families Center!

Wednesday,
September 14th
Students must be in school
uniform for fall pictures.

Wednesday,
September 14th
Proceeds with bene�t our
school staff for celebrations
and incentives!

Attendance... Every Day Matters!

We are excited to announce our TOP grade levels for the month who
reached 95% or higher...
First Grade = 95.8%, Fourth Grade = 96.2% and our winner Second
Grade = 96.6%! Our school attendance rate was 95.2% for the
month of August. Also a shoutout to our teachers and staff with
their 98.7% attendance rate, where the top school is at 98.8%!
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School Wide Expectations

School Counselor's Corner
Ms. Mitchell

772.564.3334

Welcome to a new school year! Your child is about to embark on an exciting learning adventure, and
you can come along! I will have a “Counselor Corner” in the school’s monthly newsletter which will

include brief yet informative information/tips (i.e., Attendance Matters, Anti-Bullying, Mental
Wellness, & Vaping) to help your child ride the wave of success while learning to be a productive,

responsible, compassionate, citizen in our ever-changing world.
 

Did You Know?
· Absenteeism in the �rst month of school can predict poor attendance throughout the school year.

Half the students who miss 2-4 days in September go on to miss nearly a month of school.
· Absenteeism and its ill effects start early. One in 10 kindergarten and �rst grade students are

chronically absent.
· Over 8 million U.S. students miss nearly a month of school each year.

Quote – “The price of greatness is responsibility.” ----Winston Churchill

https://www.thinkingmaps.com/


Create a Thinking Map for SeptemberCreate a Thinking Map for September

At Beachland we use Thinking Maps to organize our thinking. This month I encourage your child to
create a thinking map about what it means to be warm-hearted or a vocabulary word. Thinking maps

are due to Mrs. Finnegan by September 30th.

Riding the WAVE of Success
At Beachland Elementary, we are riding the WAVE of success by being warm-hearted, active and
attentive, vigilant and enthusiastic for learning! Students follow our WAVE expectations in all areas on
our campus. Students can earn individual "SURF" (pink tickets) and together class "WAVES" (blue
squares). Surf and waves can be turned in for special rewards. Monthly, students can turn in surf to
participate in different dress down days, turn in 50 surf for a gold coin for our book vending machine,
and more! Waves are celebrated as homeroom classes. For the month of September, we will be
focusing on warm-heartedness. Quarterly students will be celebrated who do not have o�ce referrals
and no more than three classroom incident referrals. Be on the lookout for our FIN-TASTIC calls home
from a teacher or staff member.

https://www.thinkingmaps.com/


Warm-Hearted
Thinking Map
Describe what it means to be
warm-hearted

Vocabulary
Thinking Map
Think of words like...
noxious, invasive, eradicate

Thinking Maps
Here are three maps of our
eight maps to help get you
started...
1. Circle Map - De�ne warm-
heartedness OR a new
vocabulary word
2. Bubble Map - Describe
warm-heartedness using
adjectives only
3. Tree Map - Classify
different places and ways to
be warm-hearted

Lunch Times
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Facebook @BeachlandSharks

Beachland Elementary School

Learn more about Beachland on our school website, Facebook,
and/or Twitter.

3350 Indian River Drive East, Ve… rachel.�nnegan@indianriversch…

772-564-3300 bes.indianriverschools.org/
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